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that prevented the Sultan from carrying out a plan, which was
on one occasion serionsly discussed, of exterminating the
whole Greek population of his dominions.
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ieged the Venetian ““ugehold of Ohalkis.”"When at length
be walls were breached, the assailants rushed in, massacring

‘il they'met. Bt even worse was the fate in store for the
defenders of the inner fort. The treaty of surrender stipulated
that their lives should be spared; but in defiance of their
promise, the Turks put every soul to death, some perishing at
the stake, some being flayed alive, some stoned. he
Governor was sawn asunder, and his daughter was murdered
for rejecting the solicitations of Mabommed 1L

One of the most notable expeditions of the latter part of

the fifteenth century was that against the island of Rhodes,
then held by the Knights under their Grand Master

D’Ambusson. When, after one futile attempt at a storm,
and uusuccessful negotiations for surrender, Mesich Pasha
ordered a final assanlt, no fewer than eight thousand stakes
were prepared for the Kuights, and a sufficient number of chains
and ropes for the boys and girls of Rbodes. Fortunately
this time the Turks were disappointed of their prey, and had
to raise the siege after a great loss of life, The next massacre
to notice ia that of 1494. Charles VIII of France had con.
templated a crusade, which so alarmed the Suitan Bajazet
that be seriously thought of evacuating Constantinople and
vetiring to Asia. The crusade came to wmothing; and no
sooner did the Turks realise that they were safe than they

roceeded to “punish ” the Greeks in the same way as they
ave Jutely punished the Armenians., In 1522 Sultan

Suleimun succeeded where Mahommed II. had failed. His
congquest of Rbodes, at the cost of one hundred thousand
men, does not come within the scope of this sketeh; bat we
notice that here, as usnal, the conqnerors violated their
treaty with the Kunights. They pillaged the town, sacked

and destroyed the churches, and dragged the holy images

through the mud of the streets. When a few years later a
conspiracy was suspected at Rhbodes, the Metropolitan

Euthymios was summarily put to death, together with the
leading oitizens.

Nikandros Noukios, n Corfiote, gives a barrowing account
of the treatment of his native island when it was taken by
Suleiman (1537). The Turks, after enslaving the inbabitants
and transporting them to Epirus, shipped all valuables on
board their galleys, and then burnt or otherwise destroyed
everything that was useless to them, inulndin_g animals and
old people. Of the capture of Nauplia in 1538, Dorotheos of
Movemvasia gays :—* The Turks cut down animals, men, and
women alike; then Kassim Pasha attempted the towers of
Kastri, but counld not take them; so he set them on fire, and
the besieged bad to jump cut and become slaves to save their
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 slavghtered on the spot or sent to Constantinople, where the
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battle of Tripolitza (1770), the town was set on
fire by the Turks, and in less than two hours three thonsand
of its inbabitants were massacred and cast into the flames,
Trikke was sacked, and Moschopolis utterly destroyed, At
Larisea, the ruling Pasha availed himself of certain fends
among the leading Greeks; and having gathered them into an
open
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: ‘told perbaps that in th rk days of the past |
y was nob.confined fo the Turks; but if we passonto
the present century, we find thut though justice and mercy’
begin to be practised on all sides, government by sheer terror
still Bolds its own in the East. The period in question ssw a
gradual awakening of the Greek race; and whereas in the

t they bad risen only when they expected help, their great
fight for freedom which began in 1821 was a war of the people,
carried on from their own resourees, and with a determination
which death alone could quell. As soon as the Porte realised
the danger, their old methods were applied with more than
usual rigour. Patriarch Gregory V. was hanged before the
gate of his church, in company with many of his prelates;
and their bodies were treated with the utmost indignity. A
large number of the leading Greeks of the ecapital ~were
behiended, and the Janissaries spread terror thronghont the
suburbs. Similar measures were taken in Adrinnople, where
the ex-Patriarch Kyrillos was hanged. The same fate befel
the Bishops of Salonica and Larissa; in which towns, as
elsewhere, numbers of leading Greeks were either murdered or
tortared. A year later, seeing that the rising still continued, a
descent was made npon Chios,althoogh this island was innocent
of any share in the rising, as its people were prosperons and
bad a degree of independence. In this terrible catastrophe
forty thousand Chivtes were massacred or made slaves.
What with these, and such of the inbabitants as were driven
from their bomes, the population fell from one hundred
thousand to thirty tboussnd. The ruin of Chios was to
some extent avenged by the exploits of Kanaris; but in 1824
the wrath of the Turks fell npon his native island of Psara,
When Hosref Pasba landed there with his Janissaries, the
island contained some thirty-three thousand refugees, besides
its own population. Of the latter only three thousand escaped
death, while seventeen thousand of the refugees were mas-
sacred or sold into slavery.

In view of these facts, the Bulgarian and Armenian
atrocities appear as part of a settled policy; and the rumour,
so indignantly denied, that the present Soltan had decreed
the extermination of the Armenian race, is made more than
credible. For these instances, which might be multiplied
with ease, show that the metbod of the Porte is to destroy
any subject-race that gives trouble,—or at least so to eripple
and terrorise it that the rulers may be safe from future offence.
A system so vile and so infamous can neither be defended
nor reformed ; and it is time that Euorope, or at least the
free Btates of Europe, should make up their minds to end
what cannot by any human means be mended.

Arayris ErravLroris.

W. H. D. Rouss.




